Page 1

What is Judaism?

Teacher Guide
High School (Grades 9-12)

What is Judaism? - High School Teacher Guide
(Grades 9-12)

Lesson Overview

Duration: 2-3 class periods (90-135 minutes total)
Grade Level: 9-12

Subject Areas: World History, Comparative Religion, Cultural Studies, Geography, Humanities

Learning Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

1. Analyze Judaism as an ethno-religion with interconnected religious, cultural, ethnic, and
geographic dimensions

2. Evaluate the historical development of monotheism and its revolutionary impact on religious
thought

3. Trace the geographic dispersion of Jewish communities and analyze factors contributing to
cultural continuity despite diaspora

4. Compare and contrast diverse Jewish communities while identifying unifying elements of Jewish
identity

5. Assess the role of collective memory, ritual practice, and textual tradition in maintaining cultural
resilience
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6. Synthesize understanding of Jewish values and their application to ethical frameworks

7. Critically examine the relationship between indigenous identity, displacement, and cultural
survival

Standards Alignment

Common Core ELA Standards

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.1 / RH.11-12.1: Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of
primary and secondary sources, attending to such features as the date and origin of the information.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.2 / RH.11-12.2: Determine the central ideas or information of a
primary or secondary source; provide an accurate summary of how key events or ideas develop over
the course of the text.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.3 / RH.11-12.3: Analyze in detail a series of events described in a
text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.6 / RH.11-12.6: Compare the point of view of two or more authors for
how they treat the same or similar topics, including which details they include and emphasize in their
respective accounts.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RH.9-10.9/RH.11-12.9: Compare and contrast treatments of the same topic in
several primary and secondary sources.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.1 / WHST.11-12.1: Write arguments focused on discipline-specific
content.

CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.WHST.9-10.2 / WHST.11-12.2: Write informative/explanatory texts, including
the narration of historical events.

National Curriculum Standards for Social Studies (NCSS)

Theme 1 - Culture: Analyze culture and cultural diversity through multiple lenses including religion,
ethnicity, and tradition

Theme 3 - People, Places, and Environments: Examine the geographic and environmental factors
that shape cultural identity and migration patterns

Theme 5 - Individuals, Groups, and Institutions: Evaluate how religious and cultural institutions
shape identity across time and space
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Theme 9 - Global Connections: Assess the causes and consequences of global cultural diffusion and
diaspora

Theme 10 - Civic Ideals and Practices: Explore the role of shared values and collective memory in
maintaining community cohesion

C3 Framework for Social Studies

D2.His.1.9-12: Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

D2.His.2.9-12: Analyze change and continuity in historical eras.

D2.His.3.9-12: Use questions generated about individuals and groups to assess how the significance
of their actions changes over time and is shaped by the historical context.

D2.His.4.9-12: Analyze complex and interacting factors that influenced the perspectives of people
during different historical eras.

D2.His.14.9-12: Analyze multiple and complex causes and effects of events in the past.

D2.Geo.2.9-12: Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, cultural, and economic
dynamics.

D2.Civ.10.9-12: Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and perspectives on
the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights, and human rights.

Materials Needed

« Video: "What is Judaism?" by Noa Tishby (Episode 1)

« Student handouts (provided)

» World map or digital mapping tool (Google Earth recommended)
* Primary source documents (provided in extension materials)

« Access to research databases or library resources

 Chart paper or digital collaboration tools

 Optional: Guest speaker from local Jewish community
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Academic Vocabulary

Tier 2 (Academic/Analytical):

» Covenant

« Diaspora

* Indigenous

* Resilience

* Commemorate

* Discourse

* Perpetuate

*» Cohesion

* Synthesis

* Paradigm

Tier 3 (Domain-Specific):
« Ethno-religion
* Monotheism
* Polytheism
* Torah
* Talmud
* Synagogue
* Kosher/Kashrut
* Shabbat
* Halakha
* Ashkenazi
« Sephardi/Sephardic
* Mizrahi/Mizrachi
* Zionism
« Collective memory

« Cultural continuity

Lesson Sequence



Day 1: Historical Foundations and Conceptual Framework (45-50 minutes)

Pre-Assessment and Activation (10 minutes):

1. Individual Quick-Write: "What do you know about Judaism? Consider its origins, beliefs,
practices, and historical journey."

2. Think-Pair-Share: Students share with a partner, then with class
3. Concept Web: Create class concept web on board capturing prior knowledge
4. Frame the Study: Position lesson as academic study of world religion and culture

- Emphasize historical, geographic, and cultural analysis

- Acknowledge Judaism's influence on Western civilization and Abrahamic traditions
Vocabulary and Conceptual Preparation (10 minutes):

1. Key Term Analysis: Focus on these conceptual terms before viewing

- Ethno-religion: Unpack what makes Judaism unique as combined ethnic/religious identity
- Monotheism vs. Polytheism: Historical context of radical religious innovation

- Indigenous: Connection between people, land, and identity

- Diaspora: Forced vs. voluntary migration and cultural maintenance

- Covenant: Contractual relationship as foundation of religious identity

2. Analytical Framework: Introduce lens for viewing

- Consider Judaism through multiple dimensions: religious, ethnic, cultural, historical, geographic

- Prepare students to analyze rather than simply absorb information
Video Viewing with Analytical Note-Taking (20 minutes):

1. Distribute Cornell Notes template or analytical viewing guide

2. Set analytical purpose: "As you watch, consider how Judaism maintains cultural continuity
across time and space despite historical displacement and geographic dispersal”

3. Strategic pause points:

- After monotheism explanation: Discuss revolutionary nature of concept
- After diaspora section: Analyze factors enabling cultural survival
- After values section: Connect to contemporary ethical frameworks

4. Students take notes using two-column format:

- Left: Factual information and evidence

- Right: Analysis, questions, connections

Initial Analysis and Discussion (10 minutes):

Page 5



Facilitate Socratic seminar-style discussion:

* What made monotheism such a revolutionary concept in ancient Near East?
» How does the concept of covenant differ from other religious frameworks you've studied?
» What preliminary hypotheses can you form about how Jewish identity survived diaspora?

* What questions remain unanswered that you'd like to explore further?

Day 2: Diaspora, Diversity, and Cultural Continuity (45-50 minutes)

Review and Contextualization (5 minutes):

1. Brief recap of Day 1 key concepts
2. Introduce focus: Geographic dispersion and cultural maintenance

3. Frame question: "How does a people maintain identity without territorial sovereignty?"

Comparative Mapping Exercise (20 minutes):

Part A: Geographic Analysis (10 minutes)

1. Students work in pairs with world maps
2. Map the following with different colors:

- Origin point: Ancient Israel/Judea

- Diaspora routes post-70 AD

- Major Jewish population centers by community type:

* Ashkenazi communities (Central/Eastern Europe)

* Sephardi communities (Iberian Peninsula, North Africa, Ottoman Empire)
* Mizrahi communities (Middle East, Persia, Central Asia)

* Beta Israel (Ethiopia)

* Bene Israel (India)

* Modern immigration patterns to Israel (Aliyah)

3. Calculate distances, identify geographic barriers

4. Note: Most students in diaspora, small percentage in ancestral homeland

Part B: Analytical Discussion (10 minutes)
» What geographic factors influenced where communities settled?
* How might distance and isolation have affected cultural evolution?

* What role might trade routes, empires, and political structures have played?
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« Compare Jewish diaspora to other forced migrations in history
Diversity and Unity Analysis (15 minutes):

Small Group Jigsaw Activity:
Divide class into expert groups, each researching one Jewish community:
» Group A: Ashkenazi traditions, Yiddish language, Eastern European customs
» Group B: Sephardi traditions, Ladino language, Mediterranean influences
» Group C: Mizrahi traditions, Arabic/Persian influences, Middle Eastern practices
» Group D: Ethiopian Jewish traditions, unique practices, modern integration

» Group E: Indian Jewish communities, cultural syncretism

Each group identifies:

1. Unique cultural elements (food, language, customs)
2. Universal Jewish elements maintained (holidays, Torah, values)
3. How environment shaped expression of Judaism

4. Evidence of cultural adaptation vs. cultural preservation

Groups present findings (2 minutes each) and class creates comparative matrix.
Synthesis Discussion (10 minutes):

» How did these communities maintain Jewish identity while adapting to local contexts?
» What role did text (Torah, Talmud) play in maintaining continuity?
« How do shared rituals and calendar create cohesion across distance?

« What does this reveal about the nature of cultural identity?

Day 3: Values, Resilience, and Contemporary Relevance (45-50 minutes)

Values Analysis and Ethical Framework (20 minutes):

Part A: Textual Analysis (10 minutes)
Review video's discussion of Jewish values:
 Education and intellectual discourse (Talmud as debate)
* Tikkun Olam (repairing the world)
« Justice and accountability
« Collective responsibility

* Questioning and debate as sacred practices
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Close Reading Exercise:

Present video quote: "Judaism isn't only about what you believe in, it is about how you act. What you
do."

Analysis questions:

» How does this orthopraxy (right action) differ from orthodoxy (right belief)?
» What are implications of emphasizing deed over creed?

« How might this philosophical stance relate to other ethical frameworks (utilitarianism, virtue
ethics)?

» What role does this play in cultural resilience?
Part B: Contemporary Application (10 minutes)
Students examine case studies applying Jewish values:

« Environmental activism through concept of stewardship
« Social justice movements and Tikkun Olam
» Educational access and value of learning

* Debate culture and intellectual discourse

Resilience and Collective Memory (15 minutes):

Analytical Discussion of Holiday System:

Examine how holidays function to preserve collective memory:

1. Passover - Origin narrative, liberation from slavery

- Function: Establishes identity through shared story
- Practice: Seder ritual involves retelling, making participants part of story

- Analysis: How does ritual reenactment preserve history?

2. Hanukkah - Military victory, religious freedom

- Function: Story of resistance and cultural survival
- Practice: Eight nights of commemoration

- Analysis: What message does this send about resilience?

3. Shabbat - Weekly rest, separation of sacred time

- Function: Regular rhythm maintaining distinctiveness
- Practice: Technology-free, family-focused

- Analysis: How does regular ritual practice maintain identity?

Critical Analysis Prompt:
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"The video states Jewish holidays can be summarized as: 'They tried to kill us, they didn't succeed, let's
eat.' Analyze what this humorous summary reveals about Jewish approaches to trauma, memory, and
resilience."

Assessment Introduction and Work Time (15 minutes):

1. Present assessment options (detailed in separate document)
2. Review rubrics and expectations
3. Begin planning or drafting

4. Teacher conferences with individual students

Differentiation Strategies

For English Language Learners:
« Provide video transcript with key passages highlighted
« Create glossary with etymological breakdowns and cognates
« Offer sentence frames for analytical writing
« Allow extended time for written responses

« Permit native language note-taking with English summary

For Advanced/AP Students:
* Assign primary source analysis from Torah, Talmud, or historical documents
» Research comparative diaspora studies (Armenian, African, Chinese)
« Investigate archaeological evidence for ancient Israel and Temple periods
* Explore philosophical debates about religious vs. ethnic identity
» Conduct original research on specific Jewish community or historical period

» Compare Jewish law (Halakha) to other legal codes (Hammurabi, Roman law)

For Students with Learning Differences:
* Provide guided notes with partial completion
« Break video into shorter segments with processing time
« Offer graphic organizers for all activities

« Allow choice in assessment format (written, visual, oral presentation)
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« Provide audio recording option for written responses

« Use text-to-speech for reading materials

For Students Who Need Additional Challenge:
* Assign supplementary reading from scholarly sources
« Create multimedia presentation incorporating primary sources
« Develop thesis-driven research paper on aspect of Jewish history or culture
« Facilitate student-led Socratic seminar on complex questions

« Design independent study project on related topic

Extension Activities

Visual/Musical Arts Extension: "Sacred Space and Symbolic Expression”

Objective: Analyze how Jewish artistic traditions express theological concepts, historical memory, and
cultural identity through visual and musical forms.

Project Components:

Option A: Architectural Analysis and Design
1. Research traditional synagogue architecture across different Jewish communities
2. Analyze symbolic elements:

- Ark (Aron Kodesh) housing Torah scrolls

- Eternal Light (Ner Tamid)

- Bimah (reading platform)

- Orientation toward Jerusalem

- Decorative motifs and restrictions on imagery

3. Compare architectural styles: Ashkenazi, Sephardi, Mizrahi, contemporary

4. Design an original synagogue incorporating traditional elements with contemporary
interpretation

5. Create architectural drawings or 3D model

6. Write artist's statement explaining symbolic choices (2-3 pages)

Option B: llluminated Manuscript Creation
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1. Research tradition of Hebrew manuscript illumination
2. Study prohibition of graven images and its impact on visual art
3. Examine examples from different eras and regions:
- Medieval Haggadot (Passover texts)
- Torah scroll decorations
- Ketubah (marriage contract) art
4. Select a Jewish text or prayer
5. Create an illuminated page incorporating:
- Hebrew calligraphy or letterforms
- Traditional motifs (pomegranates, lions, Stars of David, menorahs)
- Cultural elements from a specific Jewish community

6. Write analysis explaining artistic choices and cultural connections (2-3 pages)

Option C: Musical Ethnography

1. Research Jewish musical traditions across diaspora:

- Klezmer (Ashkenazi)

- Ladino songs (Sephardi)

- Mizrahi/Middle Eastern liturgical music
- Ethiopian Jewish music

- Contemporary Israeli music

2. Analyze how music preserves language, stories, and cultural identity
3. Create comparative analysis presentation with audio examples
4. Optional: Compose original piece integrating traditional elements

5. Write ethnographic analysis (3-4 pages) or create multimedia presentation

Standards Addressed:

* VA:Crl.2.1la: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect of present-day life using contemporary
practice of art or design.

* VA:Cr2.1.1lla: Experiment, plan, and make multiple works of art and design that explore a
personally meaningful theme, idea, or concept.

« VA:Cn1l1.1.lla: Compare uses of art in a variety of societal, cultural, and historical contexts and
make connections to uses of art in contemporary and local contexts.

* MU:Cn11.0.1la: Demonstrate understanding of relationships between music and the other arts,
other disciplines, varied contexts, and daily life.
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Math/Science Extension: "Calendar Systems, Astronomy, and Population
Demographics”

Objective: Apply mathematical and scientific reasoning to understand Jewish calendar systems,
demographic patterns, and population dynamics.

Project Components:
Option A: Lunar Calendar Mathematics

Investigation Questions:

1. The Hebrew calendar is lunisolar (combines lunar months with solar year). What mathematical
challenge does this create?

2. How does the 19-year Metonic cycle solve this problem?

3. Why are 7 leap years added in every 19-year cycle specifically?

Mathematical Tasks:

1. Calculate the length discrepancy between 12 lunar months (354 days) and solar year (365.25
days)

2. Determine why 13th month (Adar 1l) is added in leap years
3. Create algorithm to predict leap years in Hebrew calendar
4. Calculate dates of Jewish holidays for next 5 years

5. Compare accuracy of Hebrew calendar to Gregorian calendar over 1000-year period

Advanced Challenge:

Develop computational model showing how lunar and solar cycles align over 19-year period. Create
visual representation of this synchronization.

Research Component:

Investigate historical development of calendar and role of Hillel 11 (358 CE) in standardizing
calculations. How did this standardization impact diaspora communities' ability to maintain
synchronized practice?

Option B: Demographic Analysis and Population Dynamics

Research Question: How have Jewish population patterns changed over time, and what historical
events explain these changes?

Data Analysis Tasks:

1. Historical Population Research:

- Pre-1939 global Jewish population by region
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- Impact of Holocaust (document 6 million deaths)
- Post-WWII migration patterns

- Current population distribution (Israel vs. diaspora)

2. Statistical Analysis:

- Calculate percentage changes over time periods
- Create population pyramids for different periods
- Analyze demographic trends (birth rates, intermarriage rates, assimilation)

- Compare Jewish population growth to global population growth

3. Geographic Mapping:
- Create choropleth maps showing population density changes
- Map major migration patterns (to Israel, America, etc.)

- Analyze factors influencing settlement patterns

4. Predictive Modeling:

- Using current data, project future population trends
- Consider variables: birth rates, intermarriage, immigration to Israel

- Discuss limitations of demographic predictions

Advanced Challenge:

Develop mathematical model explaining how a population of 16 million could descend from smaller
ancient population, accounting for historical persecution, migration, and intermarriage. What does this
reveal about cultural vs. biological inheritance?

Research Component:

Compare Jewish demographic patterns to other diaspora populations (Armenian, Chinese, African
diaspora). What factors enable population maintenance despite dispersion?

Option C: Astronomical Observations and Religious Calendar
Scientific Investigation:

1. Lunar Phase Observation Project:

- Track moon phases for 2-3 months
- Photograph or sketch lunar cycle
- Calculate average length of lunar month

- Determine why months alternate between 29-30 days
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2. Biblical Astronomy:

- Research how ancient Israelites determined new month (moon sighting)
- Explain why witnesses testified to Sanhedrin about new moon
- Calculate how signal fires communicated calendar across ancient Israel

- Investigate how this system broke down in diaspora

3. Seasonal Alignment:

- Explain why Passover must fall in spring (month of Aviv)
- Calculate spring equinox dates and compare to Passover dates
- Analyze how 7-in-19 leap year system maintains seasonal alignment

- Create visual model showing relationship between holidays and agricultural seasons in ancient Israel

4. Modern Applications:

- Research how international date line affects Shabbat observance
- Calculate Shabbat times for different latitudes (including polar regions)
- Investigate historical debates about calendar in Jewish law

- Explore how technology (apps, websites) now calculates complex calendar math

Standards Addressed:

* CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSN.Q.A.2: Define appropriate quantities for the purpose of descriptive
modeling.

* CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSS.ID.A.1: Represent data with plots on the real number line (dot
plots, histograms, and box plots).

¢« CCSS.MATH.CONTENT.HSF.IF.B.4: For a function that models a relationship between two
quantities, interpret key features of graphs and tables.

* MS-ESS1-1/HS-ESS1-1: Develop and use a model of the Earth-sun-moon system to describe
patterns.

* NGSS Practice 4: Analyzing and interpreting data

* NGSS Practice 5: Using mathematics and computational thinking

Assessment Options

Option A: Analytical Essay (3-4 pages, double-spaced)
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Prompt Options:

1. Diaspora and Identity: Analyze how Jewish communities maintained cultural and religious
identity across 2,000 years of diaspora. What factors enabled this remarkable cultural continuity?
Use specific examples from the video and additional research.

2. Comparative Diasporas: Compare the Jewish diaspora experience to another diaspora
population (Armenian, African, Chinese, Irish, etc.). What similarities and differences exist in how
these communities maintained identity while adapting to new environments?

3. Orthopraxy and Cultural Survival: The video emphasizes that Judaism focuses on "what you
do" rather than "what you believe." Analyze how this emphasis on practice (orthopraxy) rather than
belief (orthodoxy) may have contributed to Jewish resilience and survival.

4. Monotheism's Revolution: Evaluate the historical impact of Judaism's monotheistic innovation.
How did this concept transform religious thought and influence subsequent religious traditions?

5. Indigenous Identity and Displacement: Examine the relationship between Jewish indigenous
identity in the Land of Israel and 2,000 years of diaspora existence. How does this complex
relationship between homeland and exile shape Jewish identity?

Requirements:
* Thesis-driven argument with clear position
« Evidence from video, class materials, and at least 2 additional scholarly sources
« Proper citations (MLA, APA, or Chicago style)
« Analysis of multiple perspectives

» Engagement with complexity and nuance

* Minimum 3 pages, maximum 4 pages (not including works cited)

Option B: Comparative Analysis Matrix with Presentation

Task: Create comprehensive comparison of Jewish communities across diaspora, then present
findings to class.

Research Requirements:

Select 3 different Jewish communities (e.g., Ashkenazi, Sephardi, Mizrahi, Ethiopian, Yemenite, Indian,
Moroccan, Iraqi, Persian, etc.)

For each community, research and document:

1. Geographic region and historical context
2. Language developments (Yiddish, Ladino, Judeo-Arabic, etc.)

3. Unique cultural practices and adaptations
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. Culinary traditions

. Musical and artistic traditions

. Relationship with surrounding cultures
. Historical challenges and persecution

. Universal Jewish elements maintained

© 00 N o o b

. Modern status and population

Deliverables:

1. Detailed comparative matrix (chart format)
2. 8-10 minute presentation with visual aids
3. 2-3 page written analysis addressing:

- How did environmental and cultural contexts shape each community?
- What mechanisms enabled maintenance of Jewish identity despite geographic separation?
- What does this diversity reveal about the nature of Jewish identity?

- How do these communities exemplify both cultural adaptation and cultural preservation?

Option C: Primary Source Analysis Portfolio

Task: Analyze 3-5 primary sources related to Jewish history, identity, or practice, demonstrating
historical thinking skills.

Source Options:
* Biblical texts (Torah excerpts)
» Talmudic debates
» Medieval Jewish philosophy (Maimonides, Rashi)
* Letters or documents from historical Jewish communities
* Holocaust testimonies or documents
» Modern Israeli founding documents (Declaration of Independence)

» Contemporary Jewish thought

For Each Source:

1. Sourcing: Identify author, date, context, purpose, audience

2. Contextualization: Explain historical circumstances surrounding source

3. Close Reading: Analyze what source reveals about Jewish life, thought, or identity
4. Corroboration: Compare to other sources and video content

5. Perspective Analysis: Consider author's point of view and potential biases
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Deliverables:

 Source analysis sheets for 3-5 primary sources
« 2-3 page synthesis essay connecting sources to themes from video

* Reflection on how primary sources deepen understanding of Judaism

Option D: Multimedia Documentary Project

Task: Create 5-7 minute documentary exploring aspect of Jewish history, culture, or identity.

Possible Topics:
« Journey of a specific Jewish community through history
« Evolution of Jewish practice in diaspora
* Role of holidays in maintaining collective memory
« Jewish contributions to art, science, philosophy, or culture
» Comparative study of Judaism with other Abrahamic faiths

» Contemporary Jewish life and diversity

Requirements:

« Original narration with script

« Combination of images, maps, graphs, or video clips

« Interview component (if possible - family member, community member, scholar)
« Historical accuracy and proper sourcing

« Clear thesis or central question

« Production quality appropriate to available technology

» Works cited page

Assessment Criteria:

« Historical accuracy and depth of research
« Clarity of thesis and organization

* Use of evidence and analysis

« Technical quality

« Creativity and engagement

Assessment Rubric (Applicable to Written Work)
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Advanced/Excellent (90-100)

Thesis and Argument (30%):
« Sophisticated, nuanced thesis that demonstrates deep understanding
« Complex argumentation with multiple perspectives considered

« Original insights beyond video content

Evidence and Analysis (40%):

 Extensive use of specific evidence from video and additional sources
« Sophisticated analysis that goes beyond description to interpretation
» Makes meaningful connections across ideas and time periods

» Engages with complexity and avoids oversimplification

Organization and Clarity (20%):

* Logical, sophisticated organization that enhances argument
« Clear topic sentences and transitions

* Purposeful structure that builds argument systematically

Conventions and Style (10%):
« Sophisticated vocabulary including academic terms
« Minimal errors; strong command of conventions
« Appropriate citation format

« Clear, engaging writing style

Proficient (80-89)

Thesis and Argument:

« Clear thesis demonstrating solid understanding
« Coherent argument with adequate support

« Some engagement with complexity

Evidence and Analysis:

« Specific evidence from video and sources
» Competent analysis with some interpretation
» Generally makes appropriate connections

» Addresses complexity adequately



Organization and Clarity:

« Clear organization with logical progression
» Adequate topic sentences and transitions

« Structure supports argument

Conventions and Style:

* Appropriate vocabulary and academic tone
 Minor errors that don't impede understanding
« Generally correct citation format

* Clear writing

Developing (70-79)

Thesis and Argument:

* Basic thesis present but may be simplistic
» Argument present but may be underdeveloped

* Limited engagement with complexity

Evidence and Analysis:

» Some specific evidence but may be limited
» More description than analysis
* Basic connections made

« May oversimplify complex issues

Organization and Clarity:

« Basic organization present
* Some organizational issues may be present

« Structure mostly supports ideas

Conventions and Style:

« Basic vocabulary; some academic terms used

* Some errors that may occasionally impede understanding

* Inconsistent citation format

* Generally understandable writing
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Beginning (Below 70)

Thesis and Argument:
* Unclear or missing thesis
» Weak or missing argument

* No engagement with complexity

Evidence and Analysis:
« Limited or missing evidence
* Primarily summarizes without analysis
» Few or no connections

» Oversimplifies issues

Organization and Clarity:
* Unclear organization
« Difficult to follow

« Structure doesn't support ideas

Conventions and Style:
« Limited vocabulary
 Frequent errors that impede understanding
* Missing or incorrect citations

* Unclear writing

Discussion Questions (Socratic Seminar Format)

Level 1 - Foundational Understanding:

1. What distinguishes Judaism as an "ethno-religion" from other religious traditions?
2. How did monotheism represent a revolutionary concept in the ancient world?

3. What is the significance of the covenant between God and Abraham?

4. Describe the historical journey of Jewish people from ancient Israel through diaspora.

5. Identify and locate three major Jewish diaspora communities.

Level 2 - Analysis and Interpretation:
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1. How did Jewish communities maintain distinct identity while adapting to diverse cultural
contexts?

2. What role do ritual practices and holidays play in preserving collective memory?
3. Analyze the relationship between text (Torah, Talmud) and cultural continuity in Judaism.
4. How does the emphasis on deed over creed reflect broader Jewish philosophical approaches?

5. What factors enabled Judaism to survive as a culture despite lacking territorial sovereignty for
2,000 years?

6. Compare Jewish diaspora to other forced migration experiences. What similarities and
differences emerge?

Level 3 - Evaluation and Synthesis:

1. The video describes Jewish holidays as "They tried to kill us, they didn't succeed, let's eat."
What does this reveal about Jewish approaches to historical trauma and resilience?

2. Evaluate the relationship between indigenous identity and diaspora existence in Jewish culture.
How can a people be both rooted in ancestral homeland and globally dispersed?

3. Judaism emphasizes debate and questioning, with the Talmud described as "basically a
collection of Jews arguing." How might intellectual discourse function as a form of cultural practice
and preservation?

4. Analyze the tension between cultural particularism (maintaining distinctive Jewish identity) and
universalism (Jewish values applicable to all humanity). How does Judaism navigate this tension?

5. Consider the demographic reality: 16 million Jews in a world of 8 billion. What does this reveal
about the relationship between population size and cultural influence?

6. How might the Jewish experience of maintaining identity through diaspora offer lessons for
understanding other minority cultures, immigrant communities, or displaced populations?

Cultural Responsiveness and Pedagogical Notes

Creating Inclusive Learning Environment:

Acknowledge Diverse Backgrounds:

» Recognize students may have varying levels of familiarity with Judaism
« Some students may be Jewish; others may never have encountered Jewish people or practices
» Frame as academic study while respecting personal beliefs and experiences

« Emphasize that studying religion academically differs from religious instruction
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Address Sensitivity:

» Acknowledge history of antisemitism without making Jewish students feel uncomfortable or
othered

* Avoid reducing Jewish history to persecution; emphasize cultural achievements and resilience
» Be aware that some students may hold stereotypes or misconceptions

« Create safe space for respectful questions and clarification

Make Connections:

« Help students connect to universal themes: identity, belonging, resilience, values
« Compare Jewish diaspora experience to students' own family migration stories
« Discuss how all cultures maintain identity through practice, food, language, and ritual

« Emphasize shared human experiences across different cultural contexts

Handling Difficult Topics:

Historical Persecution:

» Acknowledge reality of antisemitism throughout history without dwelling on trauma

« Frame persecution within broader historical contexts (Roman Empire, medieval Europe,
Holocaust)

« Balance discussion of challenges with celebration of cultural survival and contributions

» Use appropriate, age-sensitive materials when discussing Holocaust

Contemporary Issues:

« If students raise questions about modern Israel or Middle East conflict, acknowledge complexity
» Maintain focus on historical and cultural content of lesson

 Redirect extended political discussions to separate unit or appropriate context

* Distinguish between studying Judaism as religion/culture vs. discussing Israeli government
policies

Misconceptions to Address:
 Not all Jews are religious; many are secular or cultural Jews
« Judaism is diverse; no single "Jewish experience"
« Jews are not monolithic in beliefs, politics, or practices

 Antisemitic stereotypes have no basis in fact

Family Communication:
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Parent/Guardian Letter Template:
Dear Families,

In our World History/Cultural Studies class, we will be studying Judaism as part of our unit on world
religions and ancient civilizations. This academic study aligns with state and Common Core standards
for understanding cultural and religious diversity.

Our focus will be on:

« Historical origins and development of Judaism
» Geographic dispersion of Jewish communities
« Cultural practices and values

« Judaism's influence on Western civilization and other religions

This is an educational study of religion as an academic subject, not religious instruction. Students will
analyze primary and secondary sources, engage in comparative analysis, and develop understanding
of cultural diversity.

If you have questions or concerns about this unit, please contact me. | welcome your input and am
happy to discuss the curriculum in detail.
Sincerely,

[Teacher Name]

Resources for Teachers

Essential Background Reading:

Introductory:

» Solomon, Norman. "Judaism: A Very Short Introduction”
* Seltzer, Robert. "Jewish People, Jewish Thought"
« Scheindlin, Raymond. "A Short History of the Jewish People"

Advanced:

« Yerushalmi, Yosef Hayim. "Zakhor: Jewish History and Jewish Memory"
 Funkenstein, Amos. "Perceptions of Jewish History"

« Eisen, Arnold. "Rethinking Modern Judaism"

Diaspora Studies:
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« Cohen, Robin. "Global Diasporas: An Introduction" (Chapter on Jewish diaspora)
« Bonfil, Robert. "Jewish Life in Renaissance ltaly"

« Gerber, Jane. "The Jews of Spain"

Primary Source Collections:

« Sefaria.org: Free online library of Jewish texts (Torah, Talmud, commentaries) with translations
« Jewish Virtual Library: Comprehensive resource for Jewish history and culture

» Yad Vashem: Holocaust education materials (use appropriately for age/maturity)

« National Museum of American Jewish History: Digital collections

e Library of Congress: Jewish historical documents and photographs

Documentary Films:

« "Heritage: Civilization and the Jews" (PBS series)
« "The Story of the Jews" (PBS/BBC, Simon Schama)
« "Zion's Diaries" (documentary on Jewish communities worldwide)

« "Fiddler on the Roof" (cultural representation of Ashkenazi Jewish life)

Digital Resources:

« My Jewish Learning: Educational articles on all aspects of Judaism

« Jewish Women's Archive: Documents and resources on Jewish women's history
« Museum of the Jewish People: Digital exhibitions

* YIVO Institute for Jewish Research: Ashkenazi Jewish cultural history

» Google Arts & Culture: Virtual tours of synagogues and Jewish museums worldwide

Professional Development:

 Facing History and Ourselves: Holocaust and antisemitism education

» Anti-Defamation League (ADL): Resources for teaching about Judaism and combating
antisemitism

« USC Shoah Foundation: Testimony archives and educational materials



Extensions for Interdisciplinary Connections

Connection to Literature:
» Read excerpts from "Night" by Elie Wiesel (Holocaust memaoir)
« Study poetry by Emma Lazarus, Yehuda Amichai, or Primo Levi
« Analyze biblical narratives as literary texts (Joseph story, Ruth, Esther)

» Explore Jewish American literature (Philip Roth, Saul Bellow, Chaim Potok)

Connection to Philosophy:
« Study Jewish philosophical thought (Maimonides, Spinoza, Buber, Levinas)
» Compare ethical frameworks: Jewish ethics vs. Greek philosophy

» Examine Holocaust philosophy (Viktor Frankl, Hannah Arendt)

Connection to Current Events:
 Analyze contemporary antisemitism and hate crimes
« Study religious freedom issues globally
« Examine cultural preservation in age of globalization

« Discuss immigration, refugees, and diaspora communities today

Connection to Science:

» Research Jewish contributions to science (Einstein, Salk, numerous Nobel laureates)

« Study genetic research on Jewish populations and diaspora

« Investigate medical ethics through Jewish law lens

Connection to Economics:
* Study Jewish role in medieval trade and banking (with historical context)
» Examine economic factors in migration patterns

» Research philanthropy traditions (tzedakah) and communal support systems

Reflection Questions for Teachers
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After teaching this unit, consider:

1. Student Engagement:

- Which activities generated most meaningful discussion?
- Where did students show deepest engagement or curiosity?

- What misconceptions emerged and how were they addressed?

2. Cultural Responsiveness:

- How did students from different backgrounds respond to content?
- Were Jewish students comfortable and appropriately included?
- Were students able to connect material to their own experiences?

- What adjustments improved cultural sensitivity?

3. Academic Rigor:

- Did students demonstrate higher-order thinking skills?
- Were assessment tasks appropriately challenging?

- How might analytical depth be increased?

4. Standards Alignment:

- Were learning objectives met?
- Did activities effectively address targeted standards?

- What evidence demonstrates student mastery?

5. Future Improvements:

- What would you change for next iteration?
- What resources would enhance the unit?
- How might this connect to other units or courses?

- What extension activities generated most interest?

Answer Key - Viewing Guide

Part 1: Origins and Core Concepts

1. Origins: Approximately 4,000 years ago in the Land of Israel (ancient Judea)
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2. Monotheism: Belief in one God; revolutionary because people at that time worshiped multiple
gods (polytheism)

3. Covenant: Sacred agreement between Abraham and God establishing foundation for Judaism
and setting apart Abraham's descendants

4. Historical Journey: Land of Israel — Egypt (enslaved) — Exodus under Moses - 40 years in
desert - Received Torah at Mount Sinai —» Returned to Land of Israel

5. Temples: First and Second Temples in Jerusalem (10th century BC - 1st century AD); centers
of Jewish worship; synagogues today still face Jerusalem in prayer

Part 2: Diaspora and Diversity
6. 70 AD: Romans expelled Jews from their homeland, beginning era of diaspora (dispersion)

7. Jewish Communities:

- Ashkenazi (Europe - Central and Eastern Europe)
- Sephardi (Spain and North Africa)

- Mizrahi (Middle East)

- Beta Israel (Ethiopia)

- Bene Israel (India)

8. Shared Elements: Common Jewish identity, traditions, beliefs, connection to land of Israel,
Hebrew language, Torah, values, holidays

Part 3: Practices and Values

9. Holidays (select two):

- Shabbat: Weekly day of rest (Friday evening - Saturday evening); reflection and family time
- Passover: Commemorates liberation from slavery in Egypt; origin story of Jewish nation

- Hanukkah: Celebrates Maccabees' victory and revival of Temple; symbolizes religious freedom

10. Jewish Values:

- Education and learning

- Open debate and questioning

- Making the world better (Tikkun Olam)
- Respect for parents

- Care for animals
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- Compassion for strangers
- Mindfulness in daily life
- Gratitude

- Accountability

11. Demographics: Approximately 16 million Jews out of 8+ billion global population (approximately
0.2%)

Part 4: Analysis

12. Ethno-religion: Combination of shared ethnicity, beliefs, and traditions; both a religion and an
ethnic/cultural identity tied to common ancestry and land

13. Quote Analysis: Demonstrates Jewish resilience and ability to find humor and celebration despite
historical persecution; emphasizes survival and communal strength; shows how trauma is
acknowledged but not allowed to define identity

14. Personal responses will vary



